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REPORT. 


BOARD  OF  PROPERTY  ROOM,  )  '  1 
PIarrisbtjrg,  Dec.  7,  1833.  ^ 

SIR — -We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report,  made  in  conformity 
with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  sixth  day  oi 
April  last,  and  are 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants. 

SAME.  MffvEAN, 

JACOB  SPANGLFR, 

S.  WORKMAN. 

Hon.  James  Findlay,  Esq. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

BOARD  OF  PROPERTY  ROOM,  \ 
December  7th.  1833.  $ 

To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  sixth  of  April  last,  as  follows,  viz  :  “  Resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Property  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  pre¬ 
pare  and  report  to  this  House  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  ot  De¬ 
cember  next,  what  has  been  done,  or  what  steps  taken  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  an  act  passed  the  twenty-second  of  March 
1820,  entitled  “  An  act  directing  the  recovery  of  the  principal  and  in¬ 
terest  due  the  Commonwealth  from  persons  holding  lands  by  virtue  of 
locations  or  other  office  titles  issued  from  and  under  the  Proprietary 
Government  and  for  other  purposes  ;  and  an  act  passed  the  eleventh 
of  April,  1825,  explanatory  and  supplementary*  to  said  act;  and  also 
an  act  passed  eighth  April,  1826,  on  that  subject:  That  said  report  ex¬ 
hibit  a  statement  shewing  as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  the  number 
of  tracts  and  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  in  each  county,  the 
owners  or  occupiers  of  which  have  been  ascertained,  and  which  shall 
at  the  time  of  making  the  report  still  remain  unpatented,  showing 
also  the  number  of  tracts  and  aggregate  number  of  acres  in  each 
county,  which' shall  not  have  been  ascertained  and  the  reasons  thereof, 
showing  further  the  number  of  tracts  and  aggregate  number  of  acres 
in  each°county,  which  in  the  progress  of  the  enquiry  may  have  been 
found  to  be  held  by  prior  grants  and  therefore  lost  to  the  grantees, 


3 


together  with  any  other  information  the  Board  may  think  necessary 
for  the  information  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and 
whether  any  further  legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  enable  the 
Board  of  Property  to  carry  more  fully  into  effect  the  laws  above 
recited.” 

We  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  22d  March  1820,  entitled  “  An  act  directing  the  reco¬ 
very  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  the  Commonwealth  from 
persons  holding  lands  by  virtue  of  locations  and  other  office 
titles,  issued  from  and  under  the  Proprietary  Government,  and  for 
other  purposes”  the  Surveyor  General  had  lists  made  out,  of  all  the 
surveys  on  file  in  his  office  on  those  rights,  for  which  no  patents  had 
issued,  for  all  the  counties  within  the  Old  Purchase,  in  which  they  are 
situated.  Copies  of  the  said  lists  were  transmitted  to  the  Deputy 
Surveyors  of  their  respective  counties  as  directed  by  the  first  section 
of  said  act. 

After  these  lists  were  again  returned  by  the  said  Deputy  Surveyors, 
with  their  reports  thereon  as  far  as  ascertained,  the  Surveyor  Gene¬ 
ral  caused  Tickets  to  be  made  out  for  calculation  of  the  amount  due 
on  the  following  number  of  surveys,  of  which  the  owners  and  occu¬ 
piers  had  been  reported,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office, 
preparatory  to  bringing  suits,  as  directed  by  the  third  section  of 
said  act,  viz. 

In  the  years  1822-23  there  were  1312  tickets  issued, 

1823- 24  .  981 

1824- 25  999 

Total,  5292 

on  which  calculations  were  accordingly  made  in  that  office. 

When  these  calculations  were  completed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office  was  about  to  order  suits  to  be  instituted  generally,  but  it  was 
ascertained  that  in  several  of  the  counties  there  were  arrangements 
made  for  resisting  payment,  on  the  ground  that  the  additional  charge 
of  interest  under  the  act  of  25th  January  18 1 6,  commonly  considered 
compound  interest,  was  an  “  illegal  claim”  on  the  part  of  the  State. 
In  order  to  have  the  matter  brought  to  a  trial  without  expense  to  the 
Commonwealth,  or  oppressive  costs  to  the  debtors,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Land  Office,  in  the  month  of  October  1 828,  forwarded  official 
certificates  of  the  amounts  due  on  six  tracts  respectively,  within  three 
of  the  counties  where  opposition  to  payment  was  most  manifest,  to 
the  deputies  of  the  Attorney  General,  with  instructions  to  institute 
suits  against  the  reported  owners  of  the  land.  Suits  were  brought  ac¬ 
cordingly,  but  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  8th  April,  1829,  and 
the  supplements  thereto,  prolonging  the  time  allowed  for  making  pay¬ 
ments,  no  more  suits  could  be  instituted;  and  it  has  been  considered 
that  it  would  not  be  equitable  to  press  those  already  commenced. 

After  the  acts  of  the  11th  April,  1825,  explanatory  and  supple¬ 
mentary  to  the  act  of  the  twenty -second  March,  1820,  and  the 


act  of  the  8th  April,  1826,  on  that  subject,  were  passed,  and  the 
lime  for  bringing  suits  extended,  the  Surveyor  General  caused, 
lists  to  be  made  out,  of  all  the  warrants  and  locations  m  his 
office  under  the  Proprietary  Government,  “'on  which  no  surveys  had 
heretofore  been  returned.”  The  board  of  property  ,  after  having  given 
public  notice  to  receive  proposals  for  contracts,  in  1827  and  io  . 
made  written  contracts  with  “  suitable  persons,”  m  all  the  counties 
within  the  old  purchase,  for  which  those  lists  were  made  out,  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  required  by  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  ol 
the  11th  April,  1825,  wiihin  the  time  specified  in  their  contracts.  1  he 
Surveyor  General  had  copies  of  lists  No.  1  &  2,  transmitted  to  the 
contractors,  agreeebly  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  acts. 

The  board  regret  that  they  are  not  in  possession  of  the  materials, 
to  enable  them  to  furnish  a  complete  statement  of  all  the  information 
required  by  the  aforesaid  resolution  ;  as  the  returns  have  not  yet  been 
completed  or  received  from  all  the  contractors,  notwithstanding  t  e 
Surveyor  General,  during  the  last  summer,  addressed  circulars  to  de¬ 
linquent  contractors,  requiring  them  to  complete  their  contracts  and 
make  settlement  with  the  board  of  property  without  delay. 

Although  a  considerable  time  has  elapsed  since  the  expiration  o 
the  time  when  their  contracts  were  to  have  been  completed,  yet  nna 
returns  have  only  been  received  from  some,  and  settlement  made  m 
part  by  other  contractors,  as  stated  in  the  following  table,  which  wi 
exhibit  the  ’information  required,  !so  far  as  it  could  be  made  out  trom 
their  reports  and  returns* 
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Greene,  10i  2816. 43 i j  IS  #  S249.00)  2  600.00  Final  return  and  settlement. 

Huntingdon,  313  75925.1  11  S18  105456.851  167  17491.121  Final  return  and  settlement. 

Indiana,  86)  2PG23.1 49  Oj  1607. 80) 1  9  2254. 120’Final  return  and  settlement. 
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_  It  will  bo  observed  that  the  columns  marked  A  and  B,  contain  tbs 
abrogate  or  whole  number  of  tracts  and  acres  in  each  county,  of 
which  the  owners  and  occupiers  have  been  ascertained.  Tho.se  irr  the 
eolumns  marked  B,  interfere  with,  or  arc  covered  by  prior  rights.  In 
the  counties  marked  thus  *,  partial  reports  were  made  by  the  Deputy 
Surveyors,  on  list  No.  1,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  22d  March, 
1820  ;  but  as  no  reports  have  yet  been  received  from  the  contractors 
for  said  counties  on  lists  No.  2,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  insert 
them. 

Various  reasons  are  assigned  by  the  contractors,  “  why  the  owners 
and  occupiers  have  not  been  ascertained,”  of  the  tracts  inserted  under 
that  head  in  the  preceding  table;  but  in  all  cases  where  final  returns 
have  been  made,  they  reported  those  which  were  furnished  to  be  ail 
they  could  find.  In  most  cases,  the  reason  was  imputed  io  the  very 
vague  description  ofi  many  of  the  old  warrants  and  applications ; 
especially  those  entered  in  list  No.  2,  from  which  alone  it  was  im¬ 
practicable  to  ascertain  where  to  apply  them,  to  make  surveys  and 
returns  upon  them,  with  the  names  ofi  their  owners  and  occupiers, 
agreeably  to  their  contracts,  without  other  information  which  ihev 
could  not  obtain.  Many  of  these  old  rights  have  probably  been  abaft- 
doned,  and  since  covered  by  other  rights. 

In  other  cases,  particularly  in  Lancaster  county,  where  there  still 
appears  to  be  a  large  proportion  of  the  land  held  under  old  office 
rights,  remaining  unremrned  and  unpatented,  the  contractors  have 
recently  brought  in  their  lists,  with  which  but  iittle  comparatively  has 
been  done,  especially  list  No.  2,  in  consequence,  as  they  stated,  which 
is  corroborated  by  other  respectable  persons,  that  the  excitement  in 
that  county  was  so  great,  that  not  only  every  information  was  with¬ 
held  from  the  contractors  in  relation  to  their  lands,  but  personal  vio¬ 
lence  threatened,  if  they  attempted  to  make  surveys.  After  a  great 
loss  of  time  and  pecuniary  sacrifice,  the  contractors  deemed  it  neces¬ 
sary  for  their  personal  safety  to  desist,  and  report  accordingly. 

In  a  communication  to  the  board  it  is  stated,  that  the  unpatented 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  county  where  the  excitement  prevails,  is  of 
an  inferior  quality,  and  was  settled  at  so  early  a  period,  at  a  very  high 
rate,  that  the  claim  of  the  Commonwealth  would  probably  exceed  its 
present  value.  The  owners  would  be  satisfied  to  pay  what  might  be 
considered  an  equitable  price,  but  if  the  claims  of  the  State  were  en¬ 
forced,  many  who  are  not  able  to  meet  it  would  be  compelled  to  aban¬ 
don  their  lands,  with  their  improvements.  Whether  any  legislative 
provisions  should  be  made  to  encourage  the  patenting,  by  rendering 
the  price  more  equitable,  of  that  class  of  land,  will  Ire  for  the  Legis¬ 
lature  to  determine. 

The  contractor  for  Washington  count v  rcrorts,  that  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  the  few  tracts  returned,  he  lias  beer,  unable  to  discover  am 
others  held  under  proprietary  rights.  In  that  county  they  are  generally 
held  by  Virginia  certificates,  and  other  rights,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  extract  from  his  report : 
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«.  That  I  have  used  all  due  diligence  to  perform  the  duties  of  my 
contract,  but  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  land  mentioned  in  said 
list's  so  as  to  identify  the  same,  except  in  a  few  cases,  which  ni  , 
mnrkpil  on  the  lists  which  I  returned  to  the  Surveyor  General  s  Office. 
And  from  all  thc  mforma.ion  I  can  obtain,  after  three  years  diligent 

inquiry  and  often  going  out  of  my  way  several  miles  to  m- 

fom  at  on  find  that  there  is  little  if  any  unpatented  land  m  this 
cmmtv  held  under  any  of  the  titles  in  the  aforesaid  lists;  most  of  the 
unralentod  land  in  this  codnty  is  held  by  settlement .  right,  without 
any “ title,  or  by  Pennsylvania  warrants  and  by  Virginia  certifi- 

CTome  of  the  contractors,  from  whom  no  returns  ha^  bccnK^^j, 

it  is  understood  are  deceased ;  others  have  applied  ,0  ^3  thh  n 
further  time,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  old  office  rights  wtmn 
their  districts,  which,  from  their  vague  descriptions  and  other  diffic 

ties,  could  not  be  completed  in  the  time  required. 

TVip  hoard  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  from  the  paitial  returns 
made  bj  contractor,  if  isfmpossible  for  them  to  say  what  number^f 
tracts  dr  how  many  millions  of  acres  remain  unpatented ,  but  are  sa 
tisfied  that  the  amount  due  the  Commonwealth  from  that  source  m 
be  very  considerable. 

•  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.^  M’KEAN,  • 

JACOB  SPANGLER, 

S.  WORKMAN. 

To  the  Hon.  Jamf.s  Findlay,  ,  ' 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 
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